
JON’S SERMON OUTLINE…. 

COMING OUT OF THE CAVE  

9 And there he went into a cave, and spent the night in that place; and behold, the word of the LORD came 
to him, and He said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”  10 So he said, “I have been very zealous 
for the LORD God of hosts; for the children of Israel have forsaken Your covenant, torn down Your altars, 
and killed Your prophets with the sword. I alone am left; and they seek to take my life.”  11 Then He said, 
“Go out, and stand on the mountain before the LORD.” And behold, the LORD passed by, and a great and 
strong wind tore into the mountains and broke the rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not 
in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake; 12 and after the 
earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire; and after the fire a still small voice.  13 So it was, when 
Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood in the entrance of the 
cave.  Suddenly a voice came to him, and said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”  14 And he said, “I have 
been very zealous for the LORD God of hosts; because the children of Israel have forsaken Your covenant, 
torn down Your altars, and killed Your prophets with the sword. I alone am left; and they seek to take my 
life.”  15 Then the LORD said to him: “Go, return on your way to the Wilderness of Damascus; and when 
you arrive, anoint Hazael as king over Syria. 16 Also you shall anoint Jehu the son of Nimshi as king over 
Israel. And Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel Meholah you shall anoint as prophet in your place.”                                                                                            
           1 Kings 19:9-16 

Introduction:  Quarantine will soon become a part of our distant past.  The days of isolation 
during this coronavirus were uncomfortable and we’re ready to come out and mingle again.  
“Coming out” will present some new challenges for us, but it’s time to listen to God and seek 
His guidance.  Perhaps Elijah’s cave communications can give us a few insights. 
 
1.  ELIJAH’S GAINS THROUGH _________________________ (19:9-10): 

     a.  Proven zeal for the Lord. 

     b.  Persistence with no support. 

     c.  Perspective beyond pity. 

2.  ELIJAH’S GAFFES THROUGH ________________________ (19:11-14): 

     a.  Loneliness reconsidered. 

     b.  Little learning. 

     c.  Lack of listening. 

3.  ELIJAH’S GROWTH THROUGH _________________________ (19:15-16): 

     a.  Going for God. 

     b.  Getting back to God things. 

     c.  Gaining glory for God. 

 

CONCLUSION:  Who are you…out of the cave? 

 

Answers:    1.  Fight 2.  Flight 3.  Fermentation 


